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Standing Committee on Public Administration — Fourteenth Report — “Unassisted Failure” — Motion 

Resumed from 23 May on the following motion moved by Hon Ken Travers —  

That the report be noted. 

Hon KATE DOUST: Continuing on from several weeks ago, when we discussed this very important report of 

the Standing Committee on Public Administration, “Unassisted Failure”, I made some very critical comments in 

my introductory remarks. I stand by those remarks; I still think they were appropriate. We have had significant 

issues with power pole maintenance in this state. I note that in today’s The West Australian the office of 

EnergySafety again raised its concerns about the state of power poles and the number of power poles that have 

come down as a result of the storms that we have had over the last couple of days. It expressed its concern about 

the need to ensure that these poles are replaced due to age or rotting wood. I encourage members to read that 

article. I note Hon Max Trenorden has probably already noted that.  

When we had this debate a few of weeks ago, there was a fair bit of outrage, from this side of the chamber in 

particular, about the fact that the government had not provided a response to this significant report. In fact, I 

think it was more than four months—it was probably five months at that time—since the report had been 

released and we had not heard the government’s views on this report or the recommendations of the committee. 

The minister told us that he would provide the response soon. I have only just received a copy of this 

government response, which I understand was tabled yesterday. It is quite a lengthy response.  

I note that the government has acknowledged the work that the committee has done and the significant issues 

that it raised. The government has accepted about 14 of the 17 recommendations made by this committee, which 

is quite a significant change. I understand that it will look into a couple and hopefully report back by the end of 

this year. The Minister for Energy is coming into the room right now. I might say that although this response was 

tabled yesterday, 12 June, the actual date on the government response is May 2012. If this report was completed 

and finalised then, I do not know why it could not have been provided to this chamber in May when we were 

having this debate. It is just another indication of this particular minister who is loath to make things public and 

loath to table reports. We have had similar experiences with him in the past; we are still waiting on the state 

energy initiative and I think we will be waiting and waiting.  

Hon Peter Collier: Strategic initiative.  

Hon KATE DOUST: The strategic energy initiative—it does not matter, because we still have not seen it. The 

minister can call it whatever he likes; we still have not seen it. It still has not been finalised. It is either on the 

minister’s desk or the Premier’s desk. Let us face it; the Premier will be the one making the decisions, not the 

minister. The government tells us on page 4 of its response that it will look at reviewing the Electricity Networks 

Access Code 2004 and that the Department of Treasury is undertaking a review into the government’s 

arrangements for WA government trading enterprises. The government has said it is doing a raft of things to try 

to address the issues canvassed in this report and the issues raised by the committee in the form of 

recommendations or areas that it identified need direct and urgent action to change the way Western Power 

operates in this state.  

The one very clear issue that has come out of this report is the immediate need for the government to address the 

culture that operates within Western Power. I know that a number of speakers have canvassed this issue. 

Although some change has occurred within the organisation, not only in the last couple of months but over the 

last couple of years, I do not think it has yet reached that significant point at which the minister can claim that 

things have changed to the extent that the consumer can expect good delivery of service and that Western Power 

is delivering on its commitments to the community in upgrading and maintaining its electricity network. The 

minister comes in here and says that he is doing things and that he is talking to the board and that things will 

change, but I sincerely hope that when the government addresses the issues that it has canvassed in its response, 

it delivers on it, because this is a major issue.  

We have just had what people refer to as a once-in-a-decade storm and people in our community have already 

been without power in some cases for three or four days. I note that my young niece in Rockingham went on 

Facebook last night and told me about her five fish that have died in her tank because the power has been out for 

three or four days. If we expect these types of events to happen, why is Western Power not geared up to deal 

with these things? If we know that these things will happen every once in a while, Western Power needs to be 

geared up. That also means that it needs to be organised enough to ensure that we do not have power poles 

falling down, the standard of maintenance is up to scratch and the best systems are in place.  

This is a significant report. I have only a couple of seconds left. I hope that we have another opportunity to go 

through the minister’s response in detail, because we have not really had the opportunity to canvass it properly. I 
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hope that the government takes on board all the recommendations and delivers better returns for this community 

as a result of this very important report.  

Question put and passed.  

Committee interrupted, pursuant to standing orders.  

[Continued on page 3527.] 

Sitting suspended from 4.17 to 4.31 pm 

 


